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XXXVII COMPASSION TO ANIMALS
A  CHAEM AGAINST SNAKES
This ' charm,' which reminds us of the Fairies' Song in Midsummer Night9s Dream, may well bo a bit of pre-Buddhistic folk-lore incorporated into the Buddhist books.*
It is related that a certain priest having been killed by snake-bite, the Buddha taught that it must have been the fault of the dead man for not exercising compassionate thoughts towards ' our little brothers ' the snakes.
Ho then enjoined upon them the duty of cultivating such thoughts, and taught them a song to sing for their protection. It begins with a profession of love for the four ' royal families ' of snakes and ends thus :
ON things that crawl my love is shed,
On biped and on quadruped,
On those with many feet!
May crawling things do me no wrong,
May those that run on feet along
Do no offence to me! All creatures that have life within, And all our sentient kith and kin, May ye from every hurt be free And live beside us peacefully !
* Cf. the Atharva Veda.
NOTE
* Not killing' is the chief, often the only topic, of Buddhist preaching; and frescoes on the Temple walls warn Buddhists of the punishment that will follow in the next world. It is usually regarded in Buddhist lands as more heinous to kill a flea than to tell a lie.